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STATE LAWS AND REGULATIONS PERTAINING TO PUBLIC 

HEALTH. 



MARYLAND. 



State Board of Health— Powers— State Health Officer— Duties. (Chap. 675, 

Act Apr. 16, 1914.) 

Section 1. Be it enacted, etc., That section 2 of article 43 of the Code of Pub- 
lic General laws of Maryland, title " Health," be, and the same is hereby, re- 
pealed and reenacted with amendments so as to read as follows : 

" Sbo. 2. The State board of health shall have the general care of the sanitary 
interests of the people of this State; they shall make sanitary investigations 
and inquiries respecting the causes of disease, and especially epidemics, the 
causes of mortality and the influence of locality, employments, habits, and other 
circumstances and conditions upon the health of the people ; they shall inquire 
into and investigate all nuisances affecting the public health and are authorized 
and empowered, by information or petition filed in the name of the board, to 
apply to the judges or to any judge of the circuit court for the county in which 
such nuisance shall exist, or to the judge of the circuit court of Baltimore city, 
as the same may be, in term time or vacation, for an injunction to restrain 
and prevent such nuisance, no matter by whom or what authority committed. 
They shall have the power to enter upon and inspect private property in regard 
to the presence of nuisances, cases of infections and contagious diseases, and to 
determine the cause and source of diseases ; to make rules and regulations not 
inconsistent with law regulating the character and location of plumbing, drain- 
age, water supply, disposal of sewage, garbage or other waste material, and 
offensive trades; the sanitary condition of streets, alleys, outhouses, cesspools, 
and all sanitary features connected therewith ; no rule or regulation, however, 
to carry a higher penalty than $100 for each offense, and all such rules and 
regulations to bear the seal of the State board of health and be attested by its 
secretary and be published not less than three times in some daily newspaper 
published in the city of Baltimore, such rules and regulations not to be effective 
until 30 days after their publication." 

Sec. 2. That an additional section be, and the same is hereby, added to article 
43 of the Code of Public General Laws of Maryland, title " Health," said sec- 
tion to follow immediately after section 2 of said article 43 and to be designated 
us section 2a. 

" Sec. 2a. The State board of health, by any member thereof, shall have power 
to administer oaths, certify to official acts, issue subpoenas, compel the attendance 
of witnesses and production of papers, books, documents, and testimony. In 
case of the failure of any person to comply with any subpoena lawfully issued, 
or on refusal of any witness to testify to any matter regarding which he may 
be lawfully interrogated, it shall be the duty of the circuit court of any county, 
or the judge thereof, or of either of the circuit courts of Baltimore city, or the 
judges thereof, on application of any member of the State board of health, to 
compel obedience by attachment proceedings for contempt. Every witness who 
shall appear before the board by its orders shall receive for his attendance the 
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fees now provided for witnesses in civil eases in courts of record, which shall 
be audited and paid by the State in the same manner as other expenses are 
audited and paid upon the presentation of properly verified vouchers. But no 
witness subpoenaed at the instance of parties other than the board shall be 
entitled to compensation from the State for attendance or travel unless the 
board shall certify that his or her testimony was material to the matter In- 
vestigated. Fees paid under this section shall be charged to the general appro- 
priation for the State board of hearth. The State board of health may, in any 
investigation, cause depositions of witnesses residing within or without the 
State to be taken in the manner prescribed by the law for like depositions in 
civil actions in courts of record." 

Sec. 3. That section 5 of article 43 of the Code of Public General Laws of 
Maryland, title " Health," be, and the same is hereby, repealed and reenacted 
with amendments so as to read as follows : 

" Sec. 5. The secretary shall be the State health officer and shall hold office as 
long as he shall faithfully discharge the duties thereof, but may be removed 
for just cause at a regular meeting of the board, a majority of the members 
voting therefor ; he shall keep a record of the transactions of the board and an 
account of all expenditures by them; he shall, whenever necessary or prac- 
ticable, correspond and consult with health authorities of other States, and with 
the local boards and all health officers in this State, and secure an interchange 
of all useful sanitary information, especially respecting the causes, treatment, 
and progress of epidemics; he shall keep on file all reports received from such 
boards and all correspondence relating to the duties of this board ; he shall pre- 
pare blank forms of returns and such instructions as may be necessary, and 
forward them to the several local boards of health and ail health officers 
throughout the State; he shall, when requested by local boards or any health 
officers, visit tbeir respective districts, cities, or villages, to investigate the cause 
of any existing disease, and shall, from time to time, and whenever directed by 
the governor or the legislature, make special inspections of public hospitals, 
asylums, prisons, and other institutions, and shall, at each session of the legis- 
lature, submit, through the board, a full report of his investigations, with such 
suggestions and recommendations as he may deem proper; he shall, when re- 
quired by the governor or other proper authorities, advise in regard to the loca- 
tion, drainage, water supply, disposal of excrement, heating and ventilation of 
any public institution or building belonging to the State; he shall collect in- 
formation concerning vital statistics, prevailing diseases, and the general hygiene 
of the State, and through an annual report and otherwise, as the board may 
direct, shall disseminate such information among the people. He shall have 
general jurisdiction and control over all health officers, inspectors, agents, 
nurses, and others appointed under the jurisdiction of the State board of health, 
and shall assist and advise them in the performance of their duties, and shall 
have and perform such other duties as the State board of health may impose 
upon him. During his term of office he shall not engage in the practice of medi- 
cine or in any occupation which would be in conflict with the performance of 
his official duties, and he shall receive from the treasury, in monthly payments, 
an annual salary of $3,000, to be paid on the warrant of the comptroller out of 
any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated." 

Sanitary Districts — Establishment — Deputy State Health Officers. (Chap. 
675, Act April 16, 1914.) 

Sec. 4. That six additional sections be and the same are hereby added to 
article 43 of the Code of Public General Laws of Maryland, title " Health," said 
sections to follow Immediately after section 5 of article 43 and to be designated 



